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Handgrip for a ski pole, which Is provided with a handstrap 

The Invention relates to a ski-pole handgrip, which is provided with a 
handstrap, Including a strap section which encircles the back of the hand and 
connects to the handgrip by way of transmission straps adjacent to the 
palm, in addition to which the handgrip has its top end provided with a 
cavity dosable with a removable cover, under which are attachment 
elements for the transmission straps. 

This type of ski-pole handgrips are prior known from the Applicant's eariier 
production, whereof reference can be made for example to Patent 
applications Fi-19992525 and FI-20010126. In these prior known solutions, 
the attachment elements between a handstrap and a handgrip are of such a 
design that fastening the handstrap to the handgrip is a slow and 
inconvenient process and requires speciai tools. This slows down production 
and increases manufacturing costs. 

Patent publication EP-0357517 discloses another type of solution, wherein 
the attachment elements of a handgrip are in collaboration with an 
attachment element associated with transmission straps in such way that the 
attachment elements can be quickly and easily released and re-connected. 
Manufacturing and assembling the release mechanism Increases costs, and 
results in a component likely to malfunction in operation. However, being 
easily releasable is important, as the transmission elements are provided 
with a hand-encircling guard and the transmission elements further include a 
wrist-endrcling cuff. By virtue of the attachment elements being releasable, 
the cuff need not be unfastened nor the hand guard be left attached to a 
pole, whenever the pole is removed from the hand before or after a skiing 
action. This type of solution is poorly adaptable to cross-country ski poles, 
wherein the user should have a freedom of choice regarding gloves and the 
handgrip should only be provided with transmission straps which enable the 
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hand to be readily and quickly slipped therein and also readily and quickly 
released therefrom. 



It Is an object of the invention to provide a ski-pole handgrip, which is 
5 provided with a handstrap that is easy to manufacture regarding Its 
attachment elements and readily and quickly connectable to the handgrip 
during the manufacturing process, and said handstrap enabling the hand to 
be easily and quickly slipped therein for a firm force transmitting position, 
and to be released therefrom. 

10 

This object is achieved by means of the invention on the basis of the 
characterizing features set forth in the appended claim 1. The non- 
independent claims disclose preferred embodiments of the invention. 

15 One exemplary embodiment of the invention will now be described in more 
detail with reference to the accompanying drawing, which shows in an 
exploded perspective view a handgrip of the invention, along with a 
handstrap therefor. 



20 A handstrap 1, adapted to be fastened to a handgrip 15, is consistent with a 
traditional handstrap in terms of its configuration and position, as well as Its 
force transmitting features, thus comprising a strap section 2, which 
encircles the back of the hand and connects to the handgrip 15 by way of 
transmission straps 3, 4 adjacent to the palm. The handstrap includes also a 

25 control strap 5 adjacent to the back of the hand. Regarding its position and 
function, a similar control strap has been described in Patent publications 
NO-160116 and SE-419168. The control strap 5 has a function of keeping 
the pole in contact with the user's hand in the process of pulling the pole 
back forward, even if the hand should totally release its hold from the 

30 handgrip 15. 
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The handgrip 15 has its top end provided with a cavity 11, which is dosable 
with a removable cover 10, under which is a fastening or attachment rod 9 
for the controi strap 5. The fastening rod 9 for the control strap 5 is integral 
with the removable cover 10. From the cover 10 projects downward a 
5 spigot-like member 13, which extends Inside the recess 11 and is provided 
with a clamping lug 14 which clasps in a locking hole 16 present In the 
handgrip. 



The handgrip 15 has the side walls of its cavity 11 provided with open-top 
10 attachment recesses 8 for fastening the transmission straps 3, 4. The force 
transmission straps 3, 4 are secured In the attachment recesses 8 by means 
of a fastening loop 7, which is received by the attachment recesses 8 in such 
a way that the fastening loop 7 encircles a rear portion of the handgrip's top 
end behind the attachment recesses 8. In the present case, the fastening 
15 (oop 7 is constituted by the ends of the transmission straps 3, 4, but an 
option is a separate fastening loop, the ends of the transmission straps 3, 4 
being attached thereto. The fastening loop 7 can be replaced also with a 
pivoting axle, which is fitted in the attachment recesses 8 and the ends of 
the transmission straps 3, 4 being attached to the ends of said axle. Hence, 
20 die transmission straps 3, 4, on the one hand, and the controi strap 5, on 
me other hand, are provided with physically separate attachment elements, 
the transmission straps 3, 4 connecting directly to the handgrip body, which 
includes the attachment recesses 8, while the control strap 5 connects to the 
cover element 10 which is removable from the handgrip. 

25 

The transmission straps 3, 4 cross over each other regarding the sections 
thereof directly connected to the fastening loop 7. In addition, the 
transmission straps 3, 4 are attached to each other at a point 6, which is the 
cross-over point for the same and which lies immediately adjacent to the 
30 handgrip 15. Thus, the fastening loop 7 has a proper size to fit exactiy 
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around the handgrip portion located Immediately behind the attachment 
recesses 8. 

A combination handgrip and handstrap of the Invention Is also readily 
5 adaptable to hands of varying sizes. The strap section 2 encircling the back 
of the hand is provided with a length adjustment. In the present case, this Is 
implemented such that the strap section 2 is extended through a buckle 19 
in the form of a self-adhesive strap, which is attachable for a desired length 
adjustment position to the surface of the strap section 2. As for the control 

10 strap 5, the adjustability is implemented in such a way that the control strap 
5 is designed as a loop, which is extended around the rod-shaped 
attachment element 9, the strap loop 5 being adjustable regarding its length. 
For this purpose, the end of a strap constituting the control strap loop 5 is 
fitted with a self-adhesive section 17, which is attachable to an optional spot 

15 on the outer surface of the strap section 2. 

The attachment recesses 8 extend essentially lengthwise of the handgrip, 
but the recesses may have the bottom ends thereof directed obliquely 
downward and backward. 

20 

The cover 10 closes the attachment recesses 8 at top ends thereof. The 
cover 10 is further provided with projections 18, which penetrate Into the 
attachment recesses 8 for closing the attachment recesses 8. Thus, the 
spigot-like member 13 passes through the fastening loop 7 and lies between 
25 the recesses 8. 

The handgrip has its top end, at the cavity's 11 rear edge, provided with a 
recess 12 for the lead-through of the control strap 5. The recess 12 is 
located at a slightly higher level than the bottom ends of the attachment 
30 recesses 8. 
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Claims 



1. A ski-pole handgrip, which is provided with a handstrap (1), including a 
strap section (2) which encircles the back of the hand and connects to the 

5 handgrip by way of transmission straps (3, 4) adjacent to the palm, in 
addition to which the handgrip (15) has its top end provided with a cavity 
(11) closable with a removable cover (10), under which are attachment 
elements (7, 8) for the transmission straps (3, 4), characterized In that the 
attachment elements (7, 8) for the transmission straps (3, 4) comprise open- 

0 top attachment recesses (8) present in the side walls of the cavity (11) of 
the handgrip (15), that the transmission straps (3, 4) are connected to the 
fastening elements (7), which are in collaboration with the attachment 
recesses (8) for securing the handstrap (1) to the handgrip (15), and that 
the cover (10) closes the top ends of the attachment recesses (8) and/or the 

5 cover is provided with projections (18), which penetrate into the attachment 
recesses (8) for closing the attachment recesses (8). 

2. A handgrip as set forth in claim 1, characterized in that the ends of the 
transmission straps (3, 4) constitute a fastening loop (7) or connect to a 
) fastening loop, and that the fastening loop (7) is received by the attachment 
recesses (8) in such a way that the fastening loop (7) encircles a rear portion 
of the handgrip's (15) top end, which is left behind the attachment recesses 
(8). 

» 3. A handgrip as set forth in claim 1 or 2, characterized In that the strap 
section (2) encircling the back of the hand is provided with a length 
adjustment 



30 



4. A handgrip as set forth in any of claims 1-3, characterized in that 
adjacent to the back of the hand is a control strap (5), which constitutes a 
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loop that is extended around a rod-like attachment dement (9), the length 
of said strap ioop (5) being adjustable. 

5. A handgrip as set forth in claim 4, characterized in that the strap 

5 constituting the control strap loop (5) has its end fitted with a self-adhesive 
section (17), which is attachable to an optional spot on the outer surface of 
the strap section (2) encircling the back of tfie hand. 

6. A handgrip as set forth in claim 1, characterized In that from the cover 
10 (10) of the cavity (11) projects downward a spigot-like member (13), which 

extends inside the cavity (11) in a region between the attachment recesses 
(8) and which is provided with a clamping lug (14) clasping In a locking hole 
(16) present in the handgrip. 

15 7. A handgrip as set forth in any of claims 4-6, characterized in that the 
attachment element (9) for the control strap (5) is integral with the cover 
(10) removable from the handgrip, and that the attachment recesses (8) for 
the transmission straps (3, 4) are formed in the actual body of the handgrip 
(15). 



20 



8. A handgrip as set forth in any of claims 1-7, characterized in that the 
attachment recesses (8), which extend essentially lengthwise of the 
handgrip, have the bottom ends thereof directed obliquely downward and 
backward. 
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